WeatherPhilippines improves AWS network of 50 priority sites

In 2016, WeatherPhilippines partnered with WxBunka Foundation of Japan to create a weather-
preparedness culture that is deeply embedded in the Filipino consciousness. To help
WeatherPhilippines improve its services, WxBunka Foundation donated JPY2.5M (PhP1.7M).

This donation facilitated the conversion of 50 Automated Weather Stations (AWS) into solar-
powered units that are installed in priority meteorological sites where power outages are
frequent. These include the following locations: Eastern Samar, Northern Samar, Leyte,
Southern Leyte, La Union, Laguna, Rizal, Misamis Occidental, and Batangas.

With the conversion completed in 2017, the solar-powered AWS units’ reliability improved, and
helped ensure the accuracy and reliability of localized weather information delivered to the
public.

From an average of 60-70% per month, it went up to as much as 95-99% for all of the weather
stations that were converted.
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Based on the actual observation after the conversion of the 50 weather stations from commercial power to solar power,
the availability of the AWS went up significantly from 60%-70% to 95% to 99%.

Before, commercial power outage was the major cause of downtime and when it was converted to an independent
solar power source, the power related cause of downtime was almost eliminated.




AWS converted to solar power funded by the grant aid of WN WxBunka Foundation




Sample picture of installation of solar panel to AWS




Map of AWS converted to solar power, funded by the grant aid of WN WxBunka Foundation

- Mietro Manila = | Samar & Leyte islands
"‘ -

G usefin

/ S ‘_.;11‘05“"

ooz




FREE APP where we can see the data, as raw data and alert signal
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